[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/71Wb1F5QIiL.jpg][image: ]
[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]



[image: ]

image1.jpeg
 AFAITH TO FIGHT FOR
b
JOHN STYRACHE’Y

L

LEFT BOOK CLUB EDITION
NOT FOR SALE TO THE PUBLIC





image2.jpg
ption of reality),
o to ourselves, or becauge we

pleasing to those wh, hegy il
Il enable us to control other mey 2:&

quire power for ourselves, We
these two immensely strong j
sh have to be overcome before w.
to be truthful. These impulses are Separatg
distinct, although they often operate togethep
n 2 man. There will be no success in the
gle for truth if we overlook the need to combat

r the one or the other of these powerful
nptations to lie.

Here I must begin to say something about
ory, or the account which we have preserved
the past of mankind on this planet. You may
See immediately what such allusions to history

% do with the question of what we are fight-
the Nazis to achieve, But it is only by recalling
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describes reality,

reassure ourselves. This impulse rings from
.'tiVe fear of reality, In I:he eilr)ly days of
‘human race, when mankind was Very young

| weal reality showed itself to be no friend of
Nature was overwhelmingly terrifying, and
3 could not bear to look her in the face. So long
 men yielded to that impulse of terror they could
3 hope to control reality. For so long as they
mld not bear to face facts, they remained the
gve of facts. It was not until men could face
ets that they began to be able to change them:
dbecome more and more the lords of facts.

"This natural terror of facing reality is the first of
6 great impulses which have to be overcome in
-« to serve the truth. But today the scconfi
fti-truth impulse is even more important. It is
Jove all this second impulse which .to-da).l domu-
fites, and destroys, the world. This is the lmp‘:;hct
b8ay, not what we know 10 be true, but w at
pc acceptable to others. This 1 .d;m
Btation of our times. For, while yie trol
fist impulse leads merely to inability £ S0
- . d impulse often

, yielding to the secon this field the
«‘ over our fellow-men. In :
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the more advanced cdlﬁxtri.es have in mﬁ-
made extraordinary progress in overcoming
impulse to say and to write, not what is true,
but what they wish were true, about natural forces,
~ Itis the best thing which mankind has yet done on
the earth. It is science. The whole vast progress
in the art of controlling his environment which
man has made in the last 6,000 years—an achieve-
ment which has raised him from half beast to half
god—is the fruit of his attempt to tell the truth
about the universe as he has discovered it to be.
That attempt arose out of men’s need to control
their environment in order to live. But what
immense obstacles had to be overcome before this
attempt could succeed! How profoundly unnatural,
in the sense of how difficult and how arduous, it
was for men to look the universe in the face! How
great was the courage of man when he began
calmly to study the world in order to control it!
Many centurics of effort were needed for men to
gain enough control of themselves to enable them
to see nature as it is, and not as they desperately
wished it were. The medicine-man, the magician,
the alchemist, the Ppriest, all reported that nature
Wwas obedient to their wishes and heedful of their
prayers! For—and this is the point—both their
hearers, and also they themselves, longed that it
should be so. Their longing for reassurance
governed their thinking, It yyas not till man
began to report on the facts, regardless of whether
they were pleasant or unpleasant, that he began
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TRUTH

~ to find the way to make the facts less unpleasant.

It was not till we could bear to disbelieve in

miracles that we began to be able t
miracles. s

_Thc history of science is, in one aspect, the
history of this effort. But science did not develop
smoothly. Not only the existing stock of know-
ledge, but also the scientific, truth-secking, method
itself, were several times deliberately wiped out for
centuries at a time. At first sight this must seem
an extraordinary thing. It is difficult to under-
stand why men should have deliberately attacked
the first scientists, or  philosophers » as they were
then called, and forced them to give up the truth-
seeking method. But they did so, repeatedly. In
order to understand how this could have happened
we must understand how the second of the anti-
truth impulses interlocks with the first. The scien-
tific, or truth-seeking, method has repeatedly been
wiped out, because the truth was found to be more
and more displeasing to the most powerful people
to whom it was being told. Therefore those who
wanted power for themselves, through the favour
of the powerful, ceased to tell the truth. And those
who obstinately continued to be scientific were

killed.








